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What is an electronic health record (EHR)? 

EHR is a digital version of a patient’s 
health-related information.  

EHRs are real-time, patient-centered 
records that make information available 
instantly and securely to authorized users.  



Access your patient data from anywhere. 



What information does an EHR contain? 

Administrative and 
billing data 

Patient demographics 

Medical histories 

Vital signs 

Diagnoses 

Medications 

 

 

 
Progress notes 

Immunization dates 

Allergies 

Radiology images 

Lab and test results 



Advantages of EHRs 

Accurate, up-to-date, and complete information 

Quick access to patient records 

Securely sharing information 

Reduce medical errors 

Improving patient and provider interaction and 
communication 

Latest information about a drug 



Advantages of EHRs 

Alerts for drug interactions 

More reliable prescribing 

Accurate coding and billing 

Enhancing privacy and security 

Improve productivity 

Reducing costs  



Benefits of Electronic Health Records 

More efficient 

Saves time 

Receive lab results faster 

Enhances in data confidentiality 

* Jamoom, E., Patel, V., King, J., & Furukawa, M. (2012, August).  
National perceptions of EHR adoption: Barriers, impacts, and federal policies.  
National conference on health statistics. 
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Potential disadvantages of EHRs 

Privacy Protection 

Delays in documentation  

Continuous need for updates 

e-Messaging between providers 

Legal issues 

Cost of set-up and maintenance 



Components of EHR Implementation 

Hardware 

EHR Software 

Implementation Assistance 

Training 

Ongoing Network Fees and Maintenance 



Average cost: Michigan Center for Effective IT Adoption 

Cost 

In-Office Web-based 

Upfront 
Cost 

Yearly 
Cost 

5 Year 
Upfront 

Cost 
Yearly 
Cost 

5 Year 

Estimated 
Average Cost 

$33,000 $4,000 $48,000 $26,000 $8,000 $58,000 



$ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
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Estimated Cost for EHR Software 

Domain Registration : USD 20 per year 

Linux Hosting : USD 50 per year 

Software : Free (Open Source) 

 

 Total: USD 70 per year 
 



 

So this modified open source (Free) 
software is reducing the high up-front 
financial costs of implementing EHRs.  



 


